
 
         September 10, 2021 
 
The Honorable Gavin Newsom 
Governor, State of California 
State Capitol 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
 
RE:  Request Veto of SB 556 and AB 537 
 
Dear Governor Newsom: 
 
As non-profit organizations dedicated to the safe and healthy advancement of technology, we 
write to you to respectively ask for your veto of both Senate Bill 556 and Assembly Bill 537. We 
believe that these two bills are not in the best interests of Californians and do not advance your 
vision of an equitable, world class, high speed broadband network connecting everyone in the 
state. Recently we met with several members of your staff and provided them with the 
rationale and materials to support our opposition. This letter summarizes those points.         
  
First, despite the rhetoric, and despite your stated plea to the Legislature, these bills do nothing 
to close the digital divide. Instead, they fast-track the continued buildout of privately-owned 
wireless networks designed to provide data and video streaming services to customers who can 
pay for it; most people in poor communities cannot afford expensive monthly plans or video 
packages. In a cynical manipulation of public opinion, these bills are being sold by the wireless 
industry as a “solution” to the digital divide. They are not. 
 
The once-and-for-all solution for the digital divide, which coincidentally aligns perfectly with 
your vision for the future, is fiber optic wired broadband with connections directly to the home.  
These bills provide no support or incentives whatsoever for telecoms to light up existing but 
not-yet-connected fiber optic cable. Nor do they provide incentives or other support for 
community owned fiber networks, especially in underserved communities that need them 
most. These bills perpetuate the digital divide, allowing telecoms to cash in on their investment 
in 5G but leaving old problems unresolved.   
 
Second, many older and newer studies and a recent federal court decision cast serious doubt 
on the safety of the RF radiation that is an unfortunate but unavoidable byproduct of all 
wireless communications. A new report by the Environmental Working Group that reviewed 
existing data and studies concluded that FCC human exposure guidelines for RF radiation are 
insufficient to protect children. Additionally, on August 13th, 2021, , the US Federal Court of 
Appeals in Washington ordered the FCC to re-evaluate its old 1996 guidelines in light of recent 
studies showing biological harm to children and negative impacts on the environment, calling 
the FCC’s 2019 decision to retain its old guidelines “arbitrary and capricious.” This is the wrong 
time to be increasing involuntary exposure to RF radiation for all Californians which is what SB 
56 and AB 537 will do. 



 
Third, local officials know their communities best. These bills authorize the placement of new 
wireless “small cell” antennas on existing utility poles, but not every streetlight pole is designed 
to support hundreds of pounds of co-located wireless communications equipment.  Failure of 
the pole in high winds or an accident could result in serious injury or even catastrophic fire. 
Public safety is the responsibility of local officials, not wireless companies. These bills take away 
the ability of local officials to fulfill their duty to protect the citizens who elected them.  
 
Fourth, FCC rules and federal law already achieve the purposes which these bills claim to 
address, but do it in a way that preserves at least some of the rights granted to local 
governments by the Telecommunications Act of 1996. These bills trample over these rights for 
no discernible purpose other than to allow telecoms to bypass local zoning laws which 
California citizens have carefully considered, debated and adopted for their communities.  
 
Finally, former FCC Chair Tom Wheeler has stated that wired – not wireless – broadband is the 
key to the future, and we agree. Wired fiber-optic broadband connections are more secure, 
more affordable, significantly faster, and able to handle the next generation of applications and 
services requiring symmetrical gigabit, 10 gigabit, and even 100 gigabit speeds. Wired 
broadband is less susceptible to hacking and less likely to fail in storms and other emergencies. 
And best of all, it’s completely safe for everyone as it does not emit RF radiation.  
 
For the above reasons, we ask you to veto these bills. Thank you for you consideration. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Ellen Marks 
California Brain Tumor Association 
 
Larry Ortega 
Community Union 
 

Bill Allayaud 
Environmental Working Group 
 
Doug Wood 
Americans for Responsible Technology 

Dr. Devra Davis 
Environmental Health Trust 


